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me kisses these lips!" She thought that this curse would fall upon her sister. Goethe withdrew from her uncanny caresses and left the house, never to return.
If we find Goethe toward the end of the first semester already associating with a large number of friends scattered far and wide; find him now in Strasburg and now away on journeys; and if, as we shall soon have occasion to do, we find him, in addition to these social distractions, engaged in manifold ways in the study of art and science, we shall ask ourselves with some concern, as his father must have done, " What is the state of his law studies? Is his Leipsic habit repeating itself here ; is his insatiable thirst for knowledge and society drawing the young man away from his first duties, and undermining his foundation for the future?"
Fate, which was so often friendly to him, had, to his good fortune, brought him to Strasburg. Although the city was still entirely German, yet at the university French ways had gained a certain footing. In the study of law the practical tendency of the French was followed, and the student was not required to know anything about the historical and philosophical development of the law, but solely and simply to know the law in force. This knowledge was acquired without any special effort by the aid of so-called tutors, or, as we call them nowadays, "coaches." Goethe took advantage of such assistance, and as he had made good use of his last days in Frankfort, and remembered more than he thought from his boyhood study and from the years at Leipsic, he succeeded, in spite of all serious and trifling objections, in passing his candidate's examination with great ease at the end of the summer semester. From now on he was relieved of the duty of attending lectures; there remained for him only the writing of a dissertation in order to obtain the doctor's degree and open up for himself the career of a jurist. The dissertation, for the preparation of which he allotted himself the space of a year, claimed very little of his attention. Consequently, from October, 1770, on, much of his time was free.
A less  sterling nature than his would have  degener-